30             WILLIAM MORRIS
Morris was the active spirit in founding the " Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings" in the year 1877.
His letter in the Athenceum expressed his desire: "My eye just now caught the word *restoration' in the morning paper, and on looking closer I saw that it is nothing less than the Minster of Tewkesbury that is to be destroyed by Sir Gilbert Scott. . . . What I wish for, therefore, is that an Association should be set on foot to ... protest against all * restoration' that means more than keeping out wind and weather and to ... awaken a feeling that our ancient buildings are not mere ecclesiastical toys, but sacred monuments of the nation's growth and hope."
Some people would not call the "Anti Scrape" Society (that was Morris's own nick-name for it) political life. As a matter of fact it was. But in any case, there was no doubt about Morris's next adventure into public life. He was an active member of the "Eastern Question Association," founded in 1876 to influence the action of England in the affairs of Turkey and its surrounding states. The terrible massacres of the Bulgarians by the Turks had been taking place; and there was the possibility that England would not, for political reasons, stand by the Russians when the latter demanded that the slaughter should cease. Hence this association to force the hands of the British Government to be on the side of humanity rather than play the game of conventional diplomacy, which was historically against the Russians. Morris's handspoetry.
